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WELCOME  
We welcome you to our worship service this morning.  We pray that you will leave refreshed 
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom. Jesus points to signs of God’s reign: the blind see, the lame walk, lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear. We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we 
rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word and holy supper, in church and in our 
homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We pray that God would open our 
eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s advent among us. 



GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity; ☩ one God, 
who comes to wake us from sleep, 
who leads us into the light of grace. 
Amen. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and neighbor. 
 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God of all time, 
We confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us. We ignore our 
neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and peace. In your mercy forgive us. 
Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the things that will endure until Christ 
comes again in glory.  
Amen. 
 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 

In ☩  Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven and all things are made new. 
Rejoice in this good news! 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG: Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn  (ELW # 242)    
 
GREETING 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
 
Let us pray.  
 



Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, 
that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

  
WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10  
A reading from Isaiah. 
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to Zion. 
God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be 
restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to save. 

 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 
  and rejoice with joy and singing. 
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
 They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
  the majesty of our God. 
 
 3Strengthen the weak hands, 
  and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 
 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 



 8A highway shall be there, 
  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
 the unclean shall not travel on it, 
  but it shall be for God’s people; 
  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
 9No lion shall be there, 
  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
 they shall not be found there, 
  but the redeemed shall walk there. 
 10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
  and come to Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

  
PSALM: Psalm 146:5-10 
 

5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
  whose hope is in the Lord their God; 
 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
  who keeps promises forever; 
 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 
  The Lord sets the captive free. 
 8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
  the Lord loves the righteous.  
 9The Lord cares for the stranger; 
  the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 10The Lord shall reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.  Hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING: James 5:7-10 
 
In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather 
than discontent. 

7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 
crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also 
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not 
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 
doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11 
The gospel is announced. 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth. From a prison 
cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. 

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and 
said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered 
them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 
brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
  7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out 
into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What 
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the 
one about whom it is written,  
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
SERMON 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY: Prepare the Royal Highway  (ELW # 264)  
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

As we anticipate the fullness of the presence of Christ, we join with the church throughout the 
world, praying for all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
 
For the church and all messengers of the gospel, for all who call upon the name of the Lord, and 
for congregations throughout the world; that God work through us to bring harmony and 
reconciliation, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For rain forests and deserts, for wilderness and developed land, and for plants blossoming and 
dormant; that the splendor and diversity of creation proclaim the glory of the Lord, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For our government, for the military and international relief workers, and for those who care for 
the stranger, widow, and orphan; that God raise up leaders who work for the protection of all, 
let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 



For the hungry and homeless, for those in captivity, for the fearful and sorrowful, for those 
living with HIV/AIDS, and for the sick (especially); that those who help others serve with 
patience and grace, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For all who call this community home, for those visiting from near and far, and for those 
preparing for the holiday season, that the advent of Christ make our hearts and minds rejoice, 
let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Gracious God, we give thanks for those who have been appointed to serve on the call 
committee and entrusted with the work of discerning a new pastor to guide this 
congregation.  Grant to these men and women wisdom, patience, and the direction of your 
Holy spirit, that they  may exercise right judgment,  and so serve you and the mission of your 
people here.  Lord in your mercy, let us pray.  
Have mercy, O God. 

 
In thanksgiving for the departed who were faithful to God’s word; that their words and actions 
direct us to the one who prepares a way for us, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, those spoken aloud and those known only to 
you, and grant us peace through Jesus Christ, our coming Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with 
you,” or similar words. 
The assembly is seated.  
 
QUILT DEDICATION - BILL GRAY 
 
MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.   



OFFERING SONG:  Let the Vineyard Be Fruitful (ELW # 184)  

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer. 
Let us pray. 
Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in us. Feed us with your love, that our 
faith shine ever new and our lives reveal your light.  
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 



PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 



In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died, Christ has risen. Christ will come again.  
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
Our congregation participates in and partakes of the Lord's Supper during our worship service 
each week. All who have been baptized and profess a faith in Jesus Christ as risen Lord are 
welcome to commune with us, regardless of denomination, age, or church 
background.  Children who may be too young to receive communion are invited to receive a 
blessing from the pastor. Grape juice is available in the center of our serving trays for those 
who prefer it.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words. 
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you. Share in the feast of salvation.  

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 

 



COMMUNION 
Whole wheat wafers are being used. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond   
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.   
Amen  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
 
God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and cup we share. Make us 
ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your people in 
the world, announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
 
May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your 
path. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: Joy to the World  (ELW # 267)  
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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