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WELCOME  
We welcome you to our worship service this morning.  We pray that you will leave refreshed 
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
God is the source of our nourishment. Our Lord’s invitation to “take and eat . . . take and 
drink” is a repeated one. In the holy eucharist, in the word read and proclaimed, in the 
assembly of the people of God, the dominion of God has come near. Rejoice! Your name is 
written in heaven. 
 
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM   

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 



The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG: O Beautiful for Spacious Skies: America the Beautiful  (ELW # 888)    
 
GREETING 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
 
Lord God Almighty, you have made all peoples of the earth for your glory, to serve in freedom 
and in peace. Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and the strength of 
forbearance, that we may use our liberty in abundance with your gracious and holy will through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
Amen. 



The assembly is seated. 

  
WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  
 
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 28:1-14   
A reading from Deuteronomy. 
 
1If you will only obey the LORD your God, by diligently observing all his commandments that 
I am commanding you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations of 
the earth; 2all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the LORD 
your God: 
3Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field. 
4Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb, the fruit of your ground, and the fruit of your 
livestock, both the increase of your cattle and the issue of your flock. 
5Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 
6Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out. 
7The LORD will cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before you; they shall 
come out against you one way, and flee before you seven ways. 8The LORD will command the 
blessing upon you in your barns, and in all that you undertake; he will bless you in the land 
that the LORD your God is giving you. 9The LORD will establish you as his holy people, as he 
has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in his 
ways. 10All the peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and 
they shall be afraid of you. 11The LORD will make you abound in prosperity, in the fruit of 
your womb, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your ground in the land that the 
LORD swore to your ancestors to give you. 12The LORD will open for you his rich storehouse, 
the heavens, to give the rain of your land in its season and to bless all your undertakings. You 
will lend to many nations, but you will not borrow. 13The LORD will make you the head, and 
not the tail; you shall be only at the top, and not at the bottom — if you obey the 
commandments of the LORD your God, which I am commanding you today, by diligently 
observing them, 14and if you do not turn aside from any of the words that I am commanding 
you today, either to the right or to the left, following other gods to serve them. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: 32:1-11  
 
1Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,  
and whose sin is put away!  
2Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt,  
and in whose spirit there is no guile!  
3While I held my tongue, my bones withered away,  
because of my groaning all day long. 



4For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;  
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.  
5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.   
I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the Lord." Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.  
6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;  
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.  
7You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;  
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.  
8"I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;  
I will guide you with my eye.  
9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;  
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you."  
10Great are the tribulations of the wicked;  
but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.  
11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord;  
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.  
  
SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:1-2, 13-16  
A  reading from Hebrews  
 

1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2Indeed, by 
faith our ancestors received approval. 13All of these died in faith without having received the 
promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were 
strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they 
are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they 
would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a 
city for them. 
The reading may be concluded:  
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-7  
The gospel is announced. 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2And the Pharisees 
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with 
them." 
 
3So he told them this parable: 4Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he 
finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have 
found my sheep that was lost.' 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 



SERMON “Spiritual Rodeo” 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine      (ELW # 774)  
 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
Gentle grower, send your church as laborers into your harvest. Make us joyful in sharing the 
good news of Jesus and make the harvest plentiful. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Creating God, bring about measured and healthy growth in fields and gardens through rain, 
wind, and sun. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Holy wisdom, you teach that we reap what we sow. Inspire leaders in our nation and throughout 
the world to sow the seeds of civility, peace, and goodwill. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Healer of all, we bring before you those in need of your healing presence. Do not be far off, but 
work your healing in the lives of all in need. We pray especially for . . . . Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
 



Holy friend, you call us to bear one another’s burdens. Strengthen us in our commitment to the 
good of this congregation, our neighborhood, and our wider community. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

  
O God, you have called the saints your own. Gather us (with the apostle Thomas) into your 
kingdom, in the promise of life forever with you. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise to hear us; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with 
you” or similar words.  The assembly is seated. 
 
MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING SONG:  Create in Me a Clean Heart (ELW # 186)  

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer. 
Let us pray. 

 
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring 
forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we 
might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died, Christ has risen. Christ will come again.  
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Our congregation participates in and partakes of the Lord's Supper during our worship service 
each week. All who have been baptized and profess a faith in Jesus Christ as risen Lord are 
welcome to commune with us, regardless of denomination, age, or church background.  
Children who may be too young to receive communion are invited to receive a blessing from 



the pastor. Gluten-free wafers are available in lieu of bread upon request, and grape juice is 
available in the center of our serving trays for those who prefer it. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words. 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 
 
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond   
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 

 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  
Amen  
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion. 
Let us pray. 
 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with 
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen 
life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG:  God Bless Our Native Land   (ELW # 891)  
 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 
 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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