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WELCOME  
 
We welcome you to our worship service this morning.  We pray that you will leave refreshed 
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s texts is 
ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the “meantimes.” The baptized are strengthened 
for the living of these days in word and sacrament. The baptized rally around the invitation of 
the apostle: “Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.” 
 
GATHERING 
 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
 
A WORD, A SONG, AND A PRAYER AFTER THE 2016 ELECTION 
 
On this Sunday after the 2016 election, remember the words of Abraham Lincoln in his Second 
Inaugural Address: 
"With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see 
the right, let us strive to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation’s wounds, to care for 
him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which may 
achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations." 



This is my prayer, O Lord of all earth’s kingdoms; 
Thy kingdom come; on earth thy will be done. 
Let Christ be lifted up till all shall serve him, 
And hearts united learn to live as one. 
O hear my prayer, thou God of all the nations; 
Myself I give thee; let thy will be done. (Georgia Harkness; Tune: Finlandia) 

   

We lift prayers today for our nation and its leaders, especially for Donald Trump and Hillary 
Clinton, in the aftermath of the election. Grant wisdom and insight to them and to us so that our 
nation can move forward in peace, justice and hope. O God, you have called your servants to 
ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. 
Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is 
holding us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 
GATHERING SONG: My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (THE SOLID ROCK)  (ELW # 596)    
 
GREETING 
 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy. 
Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is 
temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

 WORD 
 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST READING: Malachi 4:1-2a  
 
A reading from Malachi. 
 

Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that the day of the Lord is coming. On 
that day, the evil will be destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will 
shine on those who fear God. 

1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be 
stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave 
them neither root nor branch. 2aBut for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall 
rise, with healing in its wings. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 98 

 
1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
 2O Lord, you have made known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 4Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
 5Sing to the Lord with the harp, 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 
 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
  shout with joy before the king, the Lord. 
 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
  the world and those who dwell therein. 
 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to judge the earth. 
 9The Lord will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with equity. 
   
SECOND READING: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13  
 
A reading from 2 Thessalonians. 
Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of 
Christ’s return, had ceased to work, living off the generosity of other members of the 
community. Paul warns them bluntly that if they want to eat, they need to work. 



6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from 
believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from 
us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with 
you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked 
night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 9This was not because we do not have 
that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10For even when we were with you, we 
gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11For we hear that some of 
you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12Now such persons we 
command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own 
living. 13Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL: Luke 21:5-19  
The gospel is announced. 
 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. Before the 
end, believers will draw strength from their relationship to God and shall be given the words 
they need to testify and to endure without fear. 



5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and 
gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these things that you see, the days will come 
when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 
  7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to 
take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my 
name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 
  9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take 
place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, and in various 
places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 
  12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over 
to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my 
name. 13This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare 
your defense in advance; 15for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents 
will be able to withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by 
relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all because 
of my name. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your 
souls.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Rise, O Sun of Righteousness  (ELW # 657)  
 
APOSTLE’S CREED (ELW p. 104) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 



the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
For the church, for missionaries and teachers, clergy and laity, and all ministers who proclaim 
the gospel in word and deed, that the Sun of righteousness enlighten the whole earth, let us 
pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For rivers and lakes, hills and mountains, fruit and vegetables, and animals great and small, that 
creation thrive and that we care for all God has given us, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For all in authority at the local, state, provincial, national, and international levels, for those 
who advocate for equity, and for relief workers and their supporters, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For those who hunger or thirst, for those who doubt or are terrified, for those who suffer in 
body, mind, or spirit, and for caregivers, that all experience the healing and comfort given 
through Christ, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For those gathered in this place to hear the gospel and receive the good gifts of God through 
Christ Jesus, that guided by the Holy Spirit, we serve our neighbor who is in need, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In thanksgiving for men and women of every time and place who have died in Christ, and that 
we follow their examples of faithful living, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear those who call upon your name. We commend all 
our spoken and silent prayers to you, trusting in your abundant mercy; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 



The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with 
you,” or similar words. 
The assembly is seated.  
 
MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.   
 

OFFERING SONG:  Let the Vineyard Be Fruitful (ELW # 184)  

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer. 
Let us pray. 
 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to 
become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth 
into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
Amen. 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died, Christ has risen. Christ will come again.  
 
 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 



Our congregation participates in and partakes of the Lord's Supper during our worship service 
each week. All who have been baptized and profess a faith in Jesus Christ as risen Lord are 
welcome to commune with us, regardless of denomination, age, or church 
background.  Children who may be too young to receive communion are invited to receive a 
blessing from the pastor. Grape juice is available in the center of our serving trays for those 
who prefer it.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words. 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 
 
COMMUNION 
Whole wheat wafers are being used. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. 
 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
and each person may respond   
Amen. 
 
 
COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 



POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.   
Amen  
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
 
We come again to you, O God, giving you thanks that in this feast of mercy you have 
embraced us and healed us, making us one in the body of Christ. Go with us on our way. 
Equip us for every good work, that we may continue to give you thanks by embracing 
others with mercy and healing; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus.    
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: Let All Things Now Living  (ELW # 881)  
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
Thanks be to God. 
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